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Abstract of the contribution:  This PCR is to provide a new KI to support path switch between inter-gNB direct network communication path and inter-gNB indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay.
1. Reason for Change
Per WT#7 specified, a new KI is needed to study path switch between inter-gNB direct network communication path and inter-gNB indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay.
	WT#7.
Support of service continuity when switching between direct network communication path and indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay, including inter-gNB indirect-to-direct and inter-gNB direct-to-indirect path switching.


In R17, the path switching between direct network communication path and indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay is only limmited to intro-gNB, which scope belongs to RAN and was studied in TS38.300.  
Considering now it extends to inter-gNB, potential N2 impacts my exist, which may have the potential work between SA2 and RAN. 
More specifically, the path switch may happen during the handover procedure, but the relay UE may be in the Connected state or not. If the relay UE is in idle state, then how to perform the path switch.
Potential enhancements on Layer-2 UE-to-Network relay selection may be needed.

Thus it is proposed to adopt the following sub-KIs for this WT:

· What are the possible impacts to the N2 interface and Core network for the path switching procedure?

· What are the potential enhancements on the Layer-2 UE-to-Network relay selection?

2. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TR 23.700-33.
* * * * First Change * * * *
5.X
Key Issue #X: Support of path switching between direct network communication path and indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay with session continuity consideration
5.X.1
General description
This key issue addresses how to enhance the 5GS to support the path switching between direct network communication path and indirect network communication path for Layer-2 UE-to-Network Relay, including inter-gNB indirect-to-direct and inter-gNB direct-to-indirect path switching.

When studying the above aspect, the following needs to be considered:
-
What the triggers and criteria for path switching.
-
How to select a direct network communication path or an indirect communication path for path switching.

-
How to perform the path switching with session continuity consideration.

NOTE 1:
This key issue has strong dependency with RAN, and input from RAN WGs is needed to conclude.
* * * * End of Changes * * * *
